
xxii Constitution of North Carolina

Sec. 12. Jurisdiction of the General Court of Justice.

(1) Supreme Court. The Supreme Court shall have jurisdiction to review

upon appeal any decision of the courts below, upon any matter of law or

legal inference. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court over "issues of fact"

and "questions of fact" shall be the same exercised by it prior to the adop-

tion of this Article, and the Court may issue any remedial writs necessary to

give it general supervision and control over the proceedings of the other

courts.

(2) Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals shall have such appellate

jurisdiction as the General Assembly may prescribe.

(3) Superior Court. Except as otherwise provided by the General Assem-
bly, the Superior Court shall have original general jurisdiction throughout

the State. The Clerks of the Superior Court shall have such jurisdiction

and powers as the General Assembly shall prescribe by general law uni-

formly applicable in every county of the State.

(4) District Courts; Magistrates. The General Assembly shall, by general

law uniformly applicable in every local court district of the State, prescribe

the jurisdiction and powers of the District Courts and Magistrates.

(5) Waiver. The General Assembly may by general law provide that

the jurisdictional limits may be waived in civil cases.

(6) Appeals. The General Assembly shall by general law provide a proper

system of appeals. Appeals from Magistrates shall be heard de novo, with

the right of trial by jury as defined in this Constitution and the laws of

this State.

Sec. 13. Forms of action; rules of procedure.

(1) Forms of Action. There shall be in this State but one form of action

for the enforcement or protection of private rights or the redress of private

wrongs, which shall be denominated a civil action, and in which there shall

be a right to have issues of fact tried before a jury. Every action prosecuted

by the people of the State as a party against a person charged with a public

offense, for the punishment thereof, shall be termed a criminal action.

(2) Rules of procedure. The Supreme Court shall have exclusive au-

thority to make rules of procedure and practice for the Appellate Division.

The General Assembly may make rules of procedure and practice for the

Superior Court and District Court Divisions, and the General Assembly

may delegate this authority to the Supreme Court. No rule of procedure or

practice shall abridge substantive rights or abrogate or limit the right of

trial by jury. If the General Assembly should delegate to the Supreme Court

the rule-making power, the General Assembly may, nevertheless, alter,

amend, or repeal any rule of procedure or practice adopted by the Supreme

Court for the Superior Court or District Court Divisions.

Sec. 14. Waiver of jury trial. In all issues of fact joined in any court,

the parties in any civil case may waive the right to have the issues deter-

mined by a jury, in which case the finding of the judge upon the facts shall

have the force and effect of a verdict by a jury.


